
CITY OF WELLINGTON 
FLOOD EVENT - MAY 7 and 8, 2019 
 
The City received a significant amount of rain beginning on Tuesday, May 7, and lasting through 
May 8, 2019.  The Wellington area received over 8 inches of rain.  The National Weather Service’s 
official weather station is located 1.3 miles west of Wellington and reported 8.22 inches of rain for 
May 8 alone.  This is a list of some of the events that occurred, although it is certainly not an all-
inclusive list. 
 

● One of the earliest rain related events was the report of water over the roadway in the 100 
block of W. 15th Street at about 4:50 p.m. on May 7.  The Police Department responded 
and the roadway was blocked for about 45 minutes before the water receded.  

● At about 10:10 p.m., the Fire and Police Departments began receiving storm/flood related 
calls in several areas.  Calls responded to included flooded basements, vehicles stalled in 
high water, and electric lines down.   

● Electric Distribution personnel responded to disconnect power in some of the flooded 
basement instances and electric lines down.   

● Wastewater Department personnel responded during the evening hours to check 
residences in several locations for possible blockages causing sewer backup.  Of 5 
locations checked, only 1 backup was caused by a blockage.  The others were due to 
excessive storm water.  Wastewater personnel also dealt with a water issue at a lift station 
at 6:30 a.m. on May 8. 

● Street Department personnel responded to place barricades at various locations due to 
water over the roadway.  Calls continued to 911 of stalled vehicles in water and Fire and/or 
Police continued to respond.  In some instances, drivers had driven around barricades. 

● At about 11:00 p.m., the Rock Island Slough rose above its banks, causing flooding of 
several commercial and residential structures along N. H. Street, from 11th Street to 16th 
Street.  At about the same time calls were received of persons unable to leave their 
residences due to high water in the area of Lincoln Ave and Plum Street.  Fire and Police 
responded to the area.  A number of individuals were removed by boat from two 
residences.  Other individuals were able to walk out with assistance. 

● Flood waters also covered G. Street and reached a few businesses and a residence from 
about 11th Street to 14th Street.   

● The Union Pacific Railroad was notified of the flooding occurring in the area.  A train still 
became stranded just southwest of the city, although the train engines were on dry ground. 

● At 2:27 a.m., the Police Department reported that water was flowing around the spillway 
of the Hargis Watershed Dam.  At that point, it was a small amount but rain was continuing.  
The Police Department began making door-to-door notifications in the low-lying areas 
along Hargis Creek in the city.  Notice was provided to residents as a precaution to inform 
them to remain alert should any evacuation become necessary. 

● During the hours of the flood event, Fire/EMS personnel also responded to calls in the 
county of stalled vehicles with occupants still in the vehicle and responded to routine 
medical calls.    



● During the early morning hours of May 8, Fire Department personnel responded to a call 
at the Wellington Lake of a camping trailer surrounded by water with an occupant still 
inside.  Two occupants with some pets were assisted out of the trailer. 

● The flood event caused significant traffic issues for the City.  The flooding of streets from 
the Rock Island Slough and Hargis Creek were hazards during the event and in its 
immediate aftermath.  There were also other areas with water over the roadway due to 
the amount of rain in such a short time.   
Closures of US81 South and US81 North were caused by the flood event.  The Kansas 
Turnpike (I-35) was closed, at one point, to both northbound and southbound traffic from 
the Wellington interchange.  Southbound was closed until the evening of Thursday, May 
9, causing significant traffic through Wellington with traffic delays.  The Police Department 
monitored traffic during this time and directed traffic movement at some of the busiest 
times. 
 

The following information is regarding the water line break occurring on May 9, which is related 
to the flood event.  

● Thursday, May 9, during the evening hours calls were received from various locations 
across the city of low water pressure.  Water Distribution personnel responded to locate 
the problem and Water Production personnel responded to the Water Treatment Plant.  It 
was immediately suspected that the problem involved one of the 24” main lines from the 
Treatment Plant to the city.  One of those lines crosses Slate Creek below the dam area 
of Woods Park.   
Distribution personnel were able to isolate about a one and a half mile length of the water 
line by shutting off valves.  The portion of the line isolated was from the area of the Electric 
Power Plant to about one and a half mile southwest of the city.  Isolating that portion 
confirmed that the leak was in the area.  The isolation of the line impacted one business 
customer and one residential customer, resulting in no access to water.   

● The Kansas Department of Health and Environment was contacted to report the incident.  
Due to the possibility of contamination since a loss of pressure occurred it was determined 
a Boil Water Advisory would be issued.   

● An Advisory was prepared shortly before midnight on Thursday, May 9.  It was posted on 
the City’s Facebook page and distributed to local news media.  KDHE distributed the 
Advisory to Wichita and other media. 

● Once an Advisory is issued, only KDHE has the authority to rescind the order and that can 
only be done after testing of the water system.  KDHE delivered testing kits to the City just 
before noon on Friday.  Water Distribution staff collected the required 9 samples from 
various locations across the system during the afternoon hours.  During this time, 
personnel were also repairing a water main break.  The samples were delivered to a 
private KDHE certified lab in Wichita at about 5:20 p.m. 

● The lab provided the test results during the day on Saturday and they were immediately 
forwarded to KDHE.  KDHE notified the City that the Advisory was rescinded and notice 
was provided via the City’s Facebook page and was sent to news media. 

● After the line break on Thursday evening and its isolation, 8 water main breaks occurred 
over the next several days in various locations.  Due to the water pressure changes that 



occurred during the line break, it was expected main breaks might occur.  Distribution staff 
worked many hours, with little or no rest, over a three day period in repairing the breaks 
that occurred.  On Sunday, May 12, an Electric Distribution staff member and Street 
Department personnel were called out to assist Water Distribution.  The Kansas Municipal 
Utilities was contacted and 4 personnel from 2 other cities were placed on stand-by in 
case more breaks occurred and assistance was needed. 

● On Tuesday, May 14, personnel were able to access most of the water line that had been 
isolated except the area in the immediate vicinity of Slate Creek.  There was no location 
found, in the area that could be inspected, that indicated any clear area where a line break 
may have occurred. 

● On Wednesday, May 15, personnel recharged the isolated portion of the water line.  The 
line break was found and was just north of where the line crosses Slate Creek.  The soil 
under the line had been eroded by the flood waters causing the line to sag and separate.   

● An excavator large to do the work necessary could not be obtained until Thursday evening. 
Work was performed on Friday to repair the line and replace soil and rock to support the 
line. 

● On Saturday, the line was partially recharged with water.    A leak at the next joint in the 
line developed.  It was determined that a portion of the line would have to be replaced.   

● Repair work continued on Monday, but had to be halted due to the rain making conditions 
slippery and unsafe to work in.  Work will begin as soon as possible once conditions allow.  
As of mid-day Tuesday,May 21, the line was again under water.                 
    

 
This flood event has caused a number of areas of damage to City infrastructure.  Staff continues 
to assess, collect and document all information and costs related to the event.  A local disaster 
declaration for Sumner County was made by the Board of County Commissioners and a State 
disaster declaration was made by the Governor that included Sumner County.  The State will 
continue the process of collecting data and information to determine if the event qualifies for a 
Federal declaration.  If it does, it remains the decision of the Federal government to make a 
Federal disaster declaration.      
 
I would like to commend all City staff who responded and handled various aspects of this event,  
the personnel on duty during the event and the many personnel who were recalled from off-duty 
hours to assist and respond to calls.  Thanks to all members of the City staff of every department, 
for even those that were not called out during the event have dealt with various aspects of its 
aftermath.  Thanks to the Mayfield Fire Department for providing mutual aid of 3 personnel during 
the event.     
 
A thank you to the citizens of this city who volunteered, in several instances to aid city staff with 
equipment and other assistance.  Thanks to Dillons for providing sandwiches to staff working on 
the water main breaks on Sunday.     
 
We certainly hope that this type of event is a rare, if never again, occurrence.   
 



 
 
 
 
Update on another weather event that happened a few days before the flood.  The event is the 
hail storm that occurred at the Airport on Sunday, May 5th. 
 
The T-hangers received damage, as did the AWOS system, both the Airport courtesy cars were 
totaled, and damage was received to one of the buildings occupied by Horton Inc.  The City owns 
a portion of the building and leases it to Horton.  A claim was submitted to the City’s insurance 
carrier and a report back was just received last Friday.  We will be working through the details of 
possible repairs and also working with Horton Inc. regarding damage to the building. 
 
The AWOS (Automated Weather Observing System) system is the most significant.  It is a very 
aged system and parts for the repair are expected to be very difficult and costly to locate.  Airport 
Manager Wiebe believes there may be an emergency grant possibility to replace the system.  He 
is checking further with the State and FAA.  A new system is estimated to be $105,000, with 10% 
of that cost the City’s responsibility, which the insurance claim may be sufficient to cover. 
    
 
   
 
 
    
 
 


