
 

 

           THE SIREN 

to be transferred to within rea-
son (Wichita area, Winfield, 
Ark City and Caldwell) are the 
main destinations.  If the pa-
tient meets certain criteria 
they will be transported to the 
appropriate facility for their 
medical issue or injury.  Our 
ambulances are equipped like 
an emergency room and have 
highly skilled paramedics and 
emergency medical techni-
cians to provide patient care.  
We want to ensure the public 
that they will be provided qual-
ity medical care in the event of 
an emergency. 

On March 13th, 2020 the last 
patients at Sumner Communi-
ty Hospital were transferred to 
other facilities.  Our depart-
ment knew that our way of 
providing EMS services would 
change.  That change includ-
ed more EMS calls, longer 
periods of ambulances trans-
porting patients to facilities 
outside the city, staffing con-
cerns, and availability of am-
bulances.  We are adjusting 
and with the addition of a 
fourth ambulance our con-
cerns of not having an ambu-
lance available has dimin-

ished.  There will be times 
when we will struggle to staff 
ambulances when there are 
multiple calls but will rely on 
mutual aid partners in that 
event until we can determine 
what staffing needs will be.   
The addition of a 24/7 emer-
gency room will help soften 
the load but we will still see 
an increase in calls due to 
historic increase in EMS calls 
each year and there will be no 
hospital to admit patients.  
Patients who are not in seri-
ous condition can now choose 
which hospital they would like                              

  Additional Ambulance/Equipment Purchased 

Wellington Fire/EMS has 
acquired a fourth ambu-
lance with the approval from 
city council on May 5th.  
The fourth ambulance is a 
2013 Ford E-3500 ambu-
lance that was purchased 
from the City of Clearwater 
for $100,000 and equipment 

needed for the ambulance 
was purchased for $70,000. 
The fourth ambulance was 
needed due to the hospital 
closure and the continued 
increase of EMS calls over 
the past several years.  The 
need for an additional ambu-
lance was anticipated many 

years ago when the hospi-
tal was struggling.  The 
communities of Fort Scott 
and Independence lost 
their hospitals in the last 
year and a half and have 
seen an increase number 
of EMS calls.  This ambu-
lance will be in service by  
May 22nd. 
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        Outdoor Fires/Grilling             

               Department Training 

Class presentations in house for April/May were STEMI (ST 
wave elevated myocardial infarction or heart attack), patient as-
sessment, rapid intervention team, four gas monitors, oxygena-
tion, sepsis care, swiftwater rescue, boat operations, driving writ-
ten and practical testing, safety officers role.  Because of the 
coronavirus outbreak all of the regional classes that staff would 
of attended were cancelled. 
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 reaction is to fight off the aller-
gen by releasing histamines and 
other hormones.  These hor-
mones cause the common 
symptoms of an allergic reac-
tion: swelling, itching, dizzi-
ness , difficulty breathing and 
difficulty swallowing.  If you, or 
anybody you know, has an aller-
gy, they are likely prescribed a 
medication that helps stop an 
allergic reaction and helps them 
breathe.  This medication is 
called Epinephrine.  Epineph-
rine is a medication used during 

an allergic reaction that helps 
open up your lungs to breathe 
while helping keep your blood 
pressure at a normal range.  It 
is usually given in the form of 
an “epipen” which most people 
are prescribed.  Another medi-
cation that is resourceful is 
“benadryl”.  This medication 
helps stop the release of hista-
mine, thus stopping the harm-
ful effects of an allergic reac-
tion.  Keep your epipen with 
you and benadryl handy espe-
cially when traveling.             

By Bradley Robinson 

With spring here and summer 
approaching, it is important to 
remember the many allergens 
that seem to be more common 
in these warm seasons.  
Whether at a ball game, play-
ing outside, or having a family 
cookout there are significant 
risks posed all around.  These 
things include insects (bees, 
wasps), plants, and foods 
(peanuts, etc.) among many 
more things.  You see, when 
we are faced with something 
we are allergic to, our body’s  

                Allergic Reactions 

any reason.  You should 
also keep children away 
from the hot grill.  If you are 
using charcoal you need to 
be careful when you dispose 
of the ashes.  Make sure 
they are completely extin-
guished with water and not 
dumped by any combus-
tible.  There are a few things 
to think about when having 
a campfire.  Within the City 
of Wellington you can only 
have a campfire within an 
appropriate container or fire 
ring.  An appropriate conta- 

iner is a metal fire ring, 
chimnea or ring construct-
ed of masonry.  You may 
have a small pit no more 
than 24 inches in diame-
ter.  The fire has to be a 
minimum of 10 feet from 
any structure and have no 
combustibles overhead.  
You should have a garden 
hose close by.  Outside 
fires are for only recrea-
tional use, you cannot 
burn yard debris.  Go to 
the city’s website for more 
information.                     

By Harold Parkey 

With the weather warming up 
a lot of people will want to en-
joy the outdoors.  There are 
several ways to enjoy the out-
doors.  Several will want to 
grill hamburgers or steaks 
while some may want to sit by 
a fire.  There are a few simple 
rules to remember when deal-
ing with grilling and  outdoor 
fires.  Let’s start with grill safe-
ty.  You should always make 
sure your grill is at least 5 feet 
from any combustible.  Once 
you have the grill lit try not to 
leave it unattended for  

Driver testing-twelve of the staff were 
tested on their apparatus knowledge, 



 

 

         Structure Fire 911 Orchard 

Wellington Fire/EMS re-
sponded to a reported struc-
ture fire on March 28th at 
2:42 AM in the 900 block of 
Orchard.  Upon arrival fire 
crews found heavy fire con-
ditions with flames venting 
out of the windows on the 
front and back of the single 
family dwelling.  The fire 
was attacked with a defen-
sive operation to start with 
due to the amount of fire 
within the structure.  A  

water supply was established 
and the deck gun on Engine 
3 was utilized to knock down 
the fire through the front win-
dow.  Once the fire was 
knocked down an offensive 
operation was started with 
interior crews making entry 
through the front door with a 
1 3/4 attack line for fire con-
trol and primary search.  A 
second attack line was de-
ployed to the rear of the 
structure for fire control.  A 

 
Photographs  

test.  The April test consist-
ed of questions that had to 
be explained to the instruc-
tor, show equipment loca-
tions on the trucks and oth-
er questions they had to 
demonstrate the operation 
of the truck.  The testing 
also included practical 
pump testing of all three 
trucks and raising the lad-
der on the Quint.  They 
were given two opportuni-

ties on each question.  If 
they failed any questions 
after the second attempt 
the entire test must be tak-
en again.  The May testing 
consisted of a driving ob-
stacle course which tested 
the drivers ability to back 
down an alley with limited 
clearance, and drive 
through a course which 
tested the drivers ability to 
maneuver a large truck. 
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After our last insurances 
services office visit which 
determined the cities fire 
insurance rating we had 
points deducted for not hav-
ing enough driver training 
hours.  Because of that visit 
we incorporated additional 
drivers testing.  During the 
month of April and May all 
staff who drive either our 
two Engines or the Quint 
have taken a pass or fail 

Driver Testing 

Structure Fire at 911 
Orchard             

No barber available no problem 
station haircuts 

Fire/EMS & Law Enforcement celebrat-
ing a birthday party for a 5 year old 

considerable amount of 
debris was in the back 
yard and house compli-
cating suppression efforts.  
The fire was deemed un-
der control at 3:10 AM.  
The structure was vacant 
at the time of the incident 
and deemed a total loss.  
The cause of the fire is 
under investigation.  Fire 
District 9 and Mayfield 
assisted with a total of 22 
personnel and 10 appa-
ratus on scene. 



 

 

Upcoming Classes & Events 
 
 
Read past newsletters at cityofwellington.net 
 
Hands Only CPR class    July 15th 
 
Swiftwater Technician     July 26-28 
 
Fire/EMS Department Golf Tournament 
August 1st  Wellington Golf Course 

A BIG THANK YOU TO WALMART FOR 
THE $2000 GRANT THAT WE WILL 
USE TO ASSIST IN PURCHASING 
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT OR MATCHING 
FUNDS FOR GRANTS. 
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Let us know what you would like to see in the 
newsletter by contacting 
timhay@cityofwellington.net 
 
If any organization/business would like a “Stop 
the Bleed” class (30 minutes in length) contact 
the fire station at 620 326-7443. 
 
Smoke detectors are available from the 
department through a State of Kansas Fire 
Marshal grant. 
 
Fire extinguisher use class available from the 
department by calling 620 326-7443. 
 
 

Visit the Fire/EMS website 

at cityofwellington.net  or 

call 620 326-7443 for more 

information.  Join City of 

Wellington Facebook 

The hospital located a large 
cache of protective gear and 
hazardous material equip-
ment in the basement of the 
hospital.  This equipment was 
distributed to Caldwell Hospi-
tal and first responders for 
scene use and training. 

The Kansas Firefighter Alli-
ance donated personal disin-
fectant wipes for cleaning 
after fires to prevent cancer. 

Staff participated in 6 drive by 
birthday parties for kids in the 
community during April/May.  

Thank you to the Methodist 
Church for serving staff lunch.        

The city received $17,721 in 
stimulus money to support 
EMS operations specifically 

Our entire radio system went 
digital on April 17th. 

All members were self con-
tained breathing apparatus fit 
tested in March. 

Thank you to Firefighter/
Paramedic Rebekah Murray’s 
sisters Jamie and Sarah for 
making protective masks for 
the staff. 

Staff painted over 150 fire 
hydrants throughout the city 
during March and April. 

Thank you to Michelle Baker 
for making us masks and Dr. 
Goodrum, James Stewart and 
Fastenal for donating protec-
tive equipment. 

                                           

personal protective gear and the 
loss of revenue due to the corona-
virus pandemic. 

Thank you to Lynda Soria, Jill 
Ledesma and Judy Nusbaum for 
providing meals for all three shifts.  
Staff very much appreciated that 
they took the time to prepare such 
a delicious dinner. 

Thanks to McDonalds for providing  
a free breakfast or lunch for first 
responders, and to all of those who 
brought treats to the fire depart-
ment. 

Firefighter/Paramedic Bradley 
Robinson mother provided us with 
two gallons of hand sanitizer. 

Around the Station 


