
 

 

           THE SIREN 

We apply for several grants 
each year in 2019 we re-
ceived $21,878 in grant assis-
tance.  Other sources of reve-
nue for the department are 
Fire District 6 & 7 which paid 
$49,126 to the city in 2019.  A 
smaller revenue source is 
hazardous material response 
reimbursement which has 
been used over the years to 
purchase many items.  A vehi-
cle assessment fee was just 
initiated and that will bring in 
approximately $35,000 per 
year.  We will continue to seek  
grants and explore other reve-
nue sources in the future. 

I’ve had several people ask 
me what the departments 
budget is and does the ambu-
lance service pay for itself.  
First of all the 2019 budget 
was $2,050,791, and no the 
ambulance service does not 
pay for itself.  Although it 
would be nice if the ambu-
lance service paid for itself 
that will never be a reality.  
We always try to maximize 
revenue to assist with depart-
ment operations and to pro-
vide a great service to our 
citizens.  In 2019 the ambu-
lance revenue was $525,233 

and the EMS county subsidy 
was $263,004.  The county 
subsidy hasn’t been in-
creased in three years and 
EMS revenue increases each 
year due to more requests for 
EMS.  Medicare and Medicaid 
lower payments are the larg-
est loss of revenue in EMS.  
Kansas is one of the last 
states that haven't expanded 
Medicaid.  The department is 
always looking for grants to 
assist with expenses.  Grants 
are highly competitive and 
there is less money available 
than there was 10 years ago.   

  Record Number of EMS Calls in May 

In May 2020 the department 
responded to a record num-
ber of EMS calls in one 
month.  There was a total of 
168 EMS calls with 69 being 
transported and 99 either 
refusing transport or were 
not on scene.  There was a 
slight drop in calls for April 

because of the Covid-19 but 
calls rebounded rapidly after 
restrictions began being lift-
ed.  The hospital closure def-
initely has increased the 
number of EMS calls.  We 
are still seeing a significant 
increase in no patient trans-
ports.  This does affect our 

service as we cannot bill for 
those services as an emer-
gency room could.  Many 
times we assess and/or 
treat and the patient does 
not want to be transported 
therefore an expense on 
our side but no revenue. 
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        Swimming Safety             

               Department Training 

Class presentations in house for June/July were chest pain, 
treatment of various types of shock, anatomy of a semi, decon-
tamination tent setup, mass casualty trailer equipment, soft tis-
sue injuries, respiratory emergencies, heart monitor 4,12, and 15 
lead connections, aerial operations, and communications.  B shift 
conducted a joint training exercise on confined space rescue 
with GKN staff.  All staff attended webinar produced by BNSF on 
the handling of railroad hazardous material incidents.  All shifts 
watched a video on a mayday incident in Glendale, California. 
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 but based on a previous 
study out of Rialto California 
the department chose to pur-
chase a Zoll Auto-pulse 
band type compression de-
vice.  This new machine will 
assist providers with cardiac 
arrest resuscitation efforts by 
providing continuous com-
pressions without interrup-
tion for the duration of resus-
citation attempt.  The auto-
pulse can interpret heart 
rhythms without turning off 

the device unlike the Lucas 
which could not. Crews 
have spent the last week 
training on the device and 
the device is now in service.  
We believe this device will 
contribute to saving the 
lives of individuals who 
have suffered a cardiac ar-
rest. 

C shift 

In July of this year, the de-
partment took delivery of a 
new automated CPR de-
vice.  This will be the sec-
ond automated CPR device 
the department owns.  Due 
to the closure of the hospital 
and a steady increase in 
EMS calls annually, it be-
came clear that the depart-
ment needed to invest in 
another CPR device.  Previ-
ously the department oper-
ated a Lucas II CPR device 

                Auto-pulse 

Do not enter moving water if 
you are not confident you 
can keep yourself afloat. If 
you or somebody you are 
swimming with feels as if 
they are going to drown, or 
you are struggling to stay 
afloat, shout out for help.  If 
it can safely be done, re-
move your swimming buddy 
from the water.  Beware a 
struggling drowning person 
can bring you under water 
easily.  If the person does 
drown, and they stop 
breathing call 911 and begin 

administering CPR until 
EMS arrives.  Always 
keep an eye on your chil-
dren, and do numerous 
counts to ensure account-
ability for every person 
that entered the water.  
Seek medical evaluation if 
you feel you have inhaled 
water, as secondary 
drowning and infections 
can occur.  Backyard 
pools must have locked 
fence, and consider wear-
ing life jackets if you are a 
poor swimmer.  

Bradley Robinson 

Now that we are in the height 
of summer, it is important to 
talk about the biggest dangers 
of an activity we almost all 
take part in: swimming.  One 
of the most common dangers 
we think of is drowning.  Un-
like common beliefs, a person 
can drown in any depth of wa-
ter, even as little as a couple 
of inches.  Before you, your 
friends, or your loved ones 
enter water it is important to 
make sure that everybody 
knows how to swim, and that 
they know their limitations. 

     Semi fire at 2137 North A 



 

 

         Semi Fire 

On June 15th the depart-
ment responded to a report-
ed structure fire at 2137 
North A behind Auto Mart.  
B shift was on duty and had 
some of their staff enroute 
back to the station following 
a grass fire.  Off duty per-
sonnel were covering the 
station and responded En-
gine 2012 and Quint 2011. 
Enroute police on scene re-
ported it was a semi on fire 
next to a building.  Upon 

arrival found semi-tractor fully 
involved 20 feet from the 
building.  An electric line 
burned in half and was down 
and charged.  Safety cones 
were placed around the 
charged line to protect fire-
fighters and other respond-
ers.  Personnel that were at 
the grass fire responded in 
Tender 2022 and Brush 
2013.  Tender 2022 began 
fire attack and was quickly 
joined by Engine 2012. Medic 

 
Photographs  

charge to the citizens of 
Wellington and to those 
outside Wellington who re-
side in our response area. 
Over the years those do-
nated smoke detectors 
have alerted families that 
there was a fire or smoke 
present in their home.  
Smoke detectors have 
proved to cut the chances 
of dying in a fire in half and 
homes need a minimum of 

one per floor and one in 
each bedroom.  The fund 
has not been replenished in 
several years and can only 
support the purchase of a 
few more detectors.  We 
are asking for the publics 
support to replenish this 
fund so free smoke detec-
tors are available.  If you or 
a group are interested 
please contact the Fire/
EMS department.  
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Several decades ago a 
family of four lost their lives 
in a early morning house 
fire on east Lincoln.  After 
that fire a fund was setup to 
collect donations to supply 
the citizens of Wellington 
with free smoke detectors.  
Since then through grateful 
donations the Fire/EMS de-
partment has been able to 
distribute hundreds of 
smoke detectors free of 

Nichols Family Smoke Detector Fund 

Extrication of two fatalities on 
the Kansas Turnpike            

Structure Fire 1920 North H 
Luke McComb this years recipient of the 
$1000 Fire/EMS scholarship 

2063 responded as well to 
check the owner who suf-
fered singed hair on his 
head and a laceration.  
The owner was cutting the 
frame with a torch when 
the fire started.  Two fire-
fighters in SCBA’s extin-
guished the fire in the cab 
of the truck.  Remaining 
staff assisted with over-
haul.  No damage to the 
building but the semi was 
a total loss.  R. Murray 



 

 

Upcoming Classes & Events 
 
 
Read past newsletters at cityofwellington.net 
 
Swiftwater Technician     July 26-28 
 
Fire/EMS Department Golf Tournament 
August 1st  Wellington Golf Course 
 
Difficult Airways  August 3-4  Sumner Campus 
 
Fire hydrant testing will begin in September. 

IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS 
INTERESTED IN A FIRE/EMS CAREER 
PLEASE VISIT THE COWLEY COUNTY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE WEBSITE.  
CCCC OFFERS EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECHNICIAN CLASSES, FIRE SCIENCE 
CLASSES AND PARAMEDIC 
CERTIFICATION.  EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TECHNICIAN CLASSES CAN 
USUALLY BE TAKEN LOCALLY. 
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Let us know what you would like to see in the 
newsletter by contacting 
timhay@cityofwellington.net 
 
If any organization/business would like a “Stop 
the Bleed” class (30 minutes in length) contact 
the fire station at 620 326-7443. 
 
Smoke detectors are available from the 
department through a State of Kansas Fire 
Marshal grant (only six left) 
 
Fire extinguisher use class available from the 
department by calling 620 326-7443. 
 
 

Visit the Fire/EMS website 

at cityofwellington.net  or 

call 620 326-7443 for more 

information.  Join City of 

Wellington Facebook 

Thanks to Walmart for provid-
ing dinner for C shift. 

An unknown donor gave the 
department several cases of 
bacon. 

Personal Threads donated 
gift cards to the department 
as part of a thank you to first 
responders. 

Thank you to the Dore and  
an unknown donor for 
providing lunch for all staff. 

Wellington Health and Re-
hab at 1600 West 8th is now 
available as a storm shelter. 

Fastenal of Ark City donated 
hand sanitizer.                                                                                                  

                                                      

If you have a scanner that is 
nexedge digital capable the 
Ram Tone is 7 to hear our 
radio traffic.  The frequency 
remains the same. 

Staff completed annual fire 
hose and ladder testing this 
spring. 

Staff installed new speakers 
in the apparatus room. 

The department received a 
Kansas Board of EMS grant 
of $5110 for paramedic class 
tuition. 

Thanks to J.E. Mraz for the 
great catered lunch from Cof-
fee Shop #7 for both Fire/
EMS and Police.  J.E. retired 
from the department as an 
Asst. Chief in 1994. 

Received Kansas Forestry grant 
for $359 to purchase wildland 
gloves. 

First Presbyterian deacons donat-
ed $150 that will be used to pur-
chase smoke detectors. 

The newest addition to our fleet is 
a 2013 ambulance that will supple-
ment our current fleet of 3 ambu-
lances. 

Around the Station 


