
 

 

           THE SIREN 

that houses our radio com-
munication equipment was 
replaced. Our Engine 2 had 
some major transmission 
adjustments to improve our 
response times especially in 
rural area’s.  We hosted (2) 
Kansas University fire train-
ing classes.  All four ambu-
lances now have updated 
heart monitors. Staff in-
stalled security cameras in-
side and outside of the sta-
tion.  As usual staff did a 
fantastic job with limited re-
sources and a rising call vol-
ume. 

Once again Wellington 
Fire/EMS has surpassed 
the previous year calls.  In 
2020 there were 2480 EMS 
calls and in 2021 there 
were 2549 EMS calls.  
There  were two more Fire 
calls in 2021 than there 
was in 2020.  There were 
no major fires in 2021. It 
was another challenging 
year with COVID and the 
opening of the Ascension 
ER and additional trans-
fers.  Thankfully no staff 
suffered COVID during 

2021. In September of 
2021 we added part time 
staff to work 3:00 PM to 
11:00 PM each day due to 
the increased calls and dif-
ficulty of re-calling off duty 
paid staff.  Through federal 
grants we were able to pur-
chase I.V. pumps for each 
ambulance and two ventila-
tors.  We reached our goal 
after several years to have 
three paramedics on each 
of the three shifts.  With 
assistance from the police 
department the building 

  New Staff Member  

Clayton Steele was recently 
hired as a full time Firefight-
er/Paramedic. Clayton knew 
our operations as he was a 
Cowley College paramedic 
student who was assigned 
to A shift for three months 
during training.  Clayton 
worked part time at King-

man EMS and is an instruc-
tor for EMS at WSU Tech.  
Clayton is now a certified 
paramedic and will begin fire 
science courses to obtain 
needed certifications. Clay-
ton who is a Wichita native 
enjoys metal working during 
off duty. 
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   Carbon Monoxide            

               Department Training 
Class presentations in house for December/January were 
Firefighter/EMS Safety, Fire department saws, burns, UTI 
infections, flashcard competition, self contained breathing 
apparatus, heat/cold emergencies, appliance fires, unre-
sponsive patients, and wildland fires.  Participated in joint 
dump tank operations training with South Haven Fire De-
partment  Staff completed training on new EMS ventilators. 
Two staff attended one day training at the Mulvane Fire De-
partment. City department heads and supervisors attended 
disaster training.  Casey Hayes obtained his Firefighter I 
certification. Clayton Steele attended 4 day ice rescue train-
ing in Hutchinson. 
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 the ER.  The patient was 
being transferred for an infe-
rior heart attack to the cath 
lab in Wichita for immediate 
invasive procedures.  The 
local ER had done an excel-
lent job on initial treatment 
and now it was time for 
transport.  The patient went 
into cardiac arrest just after 
exiting the local ER due to 
the cardiac stress.  The par-
amedics on shift were quick 
to react and immediately  

defibrillated the patient to 
bring them back.  Further 
treatment continued jointly 
between ER staff and EMS 
administering medications to 
prevent further cardiac 
dysrhythmias.  Transport was 
eventually initiated and the 
patient was stable throughout 
transport.  All providers that 
evening worked efficiently 
and cohesively together 
which created a positive out-
come for the patient. 
By Loren Farley 

Wellington Fire/EMS trans-
ferred 737 patients to Wichita 
in the year 2021.  Now. Most 
of these transfers are for non
-life threatening conditions.  
However, a critical transfer 
will occur every so often re-
quiring life saving measures.  
This was the reality for B shift 
just before the end of 2021.  
We were dispatched for a 
non-emergency transfer to 
Wichita which ended up be-
ing emergent upon arrival at 

                         Cardiac Arrest 

can produce carbon monox-
ide if they are not working 
properly or maintained. 
Make sure to have your de-
vices inspected regularly by 
professionals to help protect 
your home and family. Make 
sure to clean out or have 
your fireplace flue inspected 
before you light a fire.  This 
will help prevent the flue 
from becoming clogged and 
prevent carbon monoxide 
from being trapped in your 
home. The kitchen gas 
stove is among the most 

frequent sources of CO in 
the home. To help elimi-
nate the danger of over-
exposure. Always run an 
exhaust fans when cook-
ing, especially during the 
holidays when stoves are 
left on for longer periods. 
Also, open a nearby win-
dow periodically to allow 
fresh air to circulate. Your 
first line of defense 
against CO is early detec-
tion. Make sure to install 
CO alarms on every level 
of the home and test reg-
ularly. By Sam Pacino 

Carbon Monoxide is an invisi-
ble, odorless and tasteless 
gas.  It can be present any 
time but we feel it is more 
common during the winter 
months.  Carbon monoxide 
can be present with any type 
of fuel burning sources such 
as your gas range, furnace, 
hot water tanks and fire plac-
es.  In the event of a power 
outage, never use a generator 
indoors.  Place the generator 
a safe distance from the 
home, at least 10-15 feet. Fur-
naces and other fuel burning 

Structural Ventilation training on 
abandoned house.                           

       



 

 

         Structure Fire 

 On January 5, 2022 at 1:48 
AM, Wellington Fire/EMS C 
shift responded to 1002 E. 
8th for a reported structure 
fire.  Enroute units were ad-
vised there was heavy 
smoke and flames visible 
from the house.  Upon arri-
val Engine 2 crew located a 
single story, single family 
structure with heavy fire 
showing from the front of the 
structure.  Engine 2 initiated 
fire attack with an 1 3/4 

attack line and Quint 1 estab-
lished a water supply then 
transitioned into assisting 
with fire attack. Command 
was able to confirm from the 
homeowners that everyone 
was out of the structure and 
both the primary and second-
ary searches of the structure 
were negative for fire victims.  
The fire was brought under 
control at 2:12 AM and units 
remained on scene perform-
ing overhaul until 3:39 AM.  
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One of the most well-known 
campaign figures is Smokey 
Bear. Most people don’t 
know much about the history 
of the character but they can 
recognize him right away. 
Smokey is one of the longest 
running campaign characters 
in U.S. history. The United 
States Forest Service and 
the Ad Council authorized 
the creation of Smokey Bear 
in August 1944. Artist Albert 
Staehle was asked to come 

 

Officer Corner by Asst. Chief Harold Parkey 

 House fire 1000 block E. 8th            
Extrication of semi truck driver at 
milepost 4 on the Kansas Turnpike               

The fire was deemed 
electrical in nature and 
the occupants were taken 
to a hotel by police and 
emergency management.  
A big thanks to our mutual 
aid partners (Oxford, May-
field and District 9) for 
their assistance.  Kansas 
Gas and Wellington Elec-
tric also assisted at the 
fire. Note the occupants 
were alerted of the fire by 
working smoke detectors. 
By Justin Patrick 

up with a poster talking about 
forest fire safety. The first ap-
pearance of the iconic bear 
appeared in October 1944. 
The first poster showed a bear 
in jeans and a ranger hat 
pouring water on a fire. 
Smokey Bear was just a fic-
tional character until the 
spring of 1950 when Captain 
Gap forest fire broke out in 
New Mexico. Firefighters were 
battling the fire and found a  

lone bear in a tree. The cub had 
climbed the tree to escape the 
flames. The firefighters rescued 
the bear, which had severe inju-
ries and nicknamed him Smokey. 
Smokey was sent to the Washing-
ton Zoo for care and to live out his 
life. Smokey died in November of 
1976 and was transported back to 
Smokey Bear Historical Park and 
buried. In April 2001 Smokey 
Bear’s slogan was changed for the 
third time to “Only You Can Pre-
vent Wildfires”. 

Shed fire on North H Street 



 

 

 OUR SMOKE DETECTOR FUND 
IS DEPLETED WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR DONATIONS.  THE FUND 
PROVIDES FREE SMOKE AND 
CARBON MONOXIDE 
DETECTORS TO OUR 
COMMUNITY. 
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Let us know what you would like to see in the 
newsletter by contacting 
timhay@cityofwellington.net 
 
If any organization/business would like a “Stop 
the Bleed” class (30 minutes in length) contact 
the fire station at 620 326-7443. 
 
Smoke detectors are available from the 
department at no cost.  Combination smoke 
carbon monoxide alarms are available for home 
owners only. 
 
Fire extinguisher use class available from the 
department by calling 620 326-7443. 
 

Visit the Fire/EMS website 
at cityofwellington.net  or 

call 620 326-7443 for more 
information.  Join City of 

Wellington  Fire/EMS 
Facebook 

to several thousands of dol-
lars of medical care and lost 
work time. 
Participated in the city Christ-
mas parade. 
All shifts went through train-
ing on our new fire reporting 
software.   
Vic Sandell and Jerry Preston 
assisted Arkansas City Fire/
EMS with an officer promo-
tional process. 
Fire District 7 purchased 
Class A foam, fire hose and a 
nozzle for department use. 
All staff want to thank the lo-
cal businesses and individu-
als for the Christmas treats. 
                                           

A big thank you to Barbara 
Mooningham for a $100 do-
nation to the smoke detector 
fund. 
C shift removed old radio 
shed from underneath the 
water tower.  
Thanks to students at Eisen-
hower Elementary for the 
Christmas decorations. 
Thanks to the ARPA federal 
grant funds the department 
was able to obtain two cot 
loaders.  The cot loaders load  
the patient and cot without 
staff needing to bear the 
weight of both while attempt-
ing to push the patient into 
the ambulance.  The cot load-
ers will the reduce the risk of 
a back injury which can lead 

Thank you to Emiko Reichen-
berger for the donation of $300 to 
put into the smoke detector fund. 
Staff submitted several grants for 
consideration-Medicare loss of 
revenue (received $19,347), Amer-
ican Fire Grant for protective gear 
and thermal imager, Kansas For-
estry Wildland Grant for protective 
gear and weather stations, BNSF 
grant for shipping containers to be 
for training and USDA grant for 
storm sirens. 
During the 24 hour period of Janu-
ary 13th the department respond-
ed to 21 incidents. An average 
shift is 8 incidents. 
 

Around the Station 

Upcoming Projects, Training, Events 
 
Station kitchen remodel 
Specifications and bidding for a re-mount am-
bulance 
Pipeline Class  February 8   Wellington 
Storm Siren grant, specifications and bidding 
SCAFFA School March   Topeka 
 


